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Hollyacre Renovation  Nearing 
Completion 
 
Tony Hammond and his team at     
St Peter’s Court have worked       
extremely hard in converting        
Hollyacre a former nursing home 
into supported accommodation for 
former armed service personnel.   
 

It is hoped that the development will 
welcome to its first tenants in May.    

An Update From SHAID’s 
Plan 4 Life Team 
 
Our DurhamWorks project 
Plan 4 Life runs from PACT 
House. This project helps 
young people aged          

between 16 and 24 who are not in education, employment or     
training. Our programme is different from others because we offer a 
support   worker who will work with a young person one to one to 
directly address any barriers they have to progressing with their 
lives. 
 

Barriers can include a wide range of things. Plan 4 Life offer support 
which breaks down barriers for young people who can have complex         
personal, social and health needs. We can help with many things      
including housing, benefits, money management, life skills and        
personal issues. The team work with young people who have extra 
support needs including conditions like autism and poor mental 
health. Often these young people are nowhere near being ready to 
move on with their lives. We build confidence through a range of   
activities and we have a gentle approach to the support we offer. 
Workers are happy to take things at the pace of the individual. We 
help with employment support and can build CV’s, give advice and 
training on interviews and job searching. We offer advice on getting 
and maintaining benefits  especially  universal credit.  
 

We build confidence through activities like art, crafts, music and     
cooking. Our young people have the opportunity to volunteer within 
PACT House as a whole and we find they make friends and support 
one another. 
 

Plan 4 Life run a breakfast club twice a week on a Monday and 
Wednesday, where we do employment support and volunteering      
or an activity. After the activity the participants get a full English 
breakfast free of charge.  
 

We run a team building programme one morning a week (2-3 
hours). This runs for six weeks at Wear Road Community House. 
(The Hut.) The programme is for DurhamWorks participants who 
want to meet      people and are interested in taking part in team 
activities and cooking. The  activities are designed to be fun and 
challenging. As well as     having    activities, participants will cook a 
meal as a team and they all sit down and enjoy the meal together 
afterwards.  
 

To get involved you need to be 16 to 24 and you can contact          
the team by texting or phoning 07446 245448, emailing                       
paula@shaid.org.uk  or calling in to PACT House opposite Stanley 
Job centre and asking for  Paula, Sky or Danny. 

Paula Murray Barrett 

P4L Team Leader 
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Further information on the develop-
ment to follow in the next issue of 
our newsletter. 

mailto:paula@shaid.org.uk


S upport Services  
4th Quarter report 

 
Pre Tenancy Support 
 

We’ve had a busy quarter with 52 
young people either self referring 
or being referred by partner     
organisations.  Of these:  
 

16 Have been successfully         
 rehoused 
 

26 Are currently viewing  
 properties 

 

6 Have remained at home  

4 Stopped engaging 

Floating Support 
 

SHAID are currently supporting 
29 young people on our Floating 
Support service  
 
SHAID's management would like 
to thank the support workers     
for their hard work during this 
quarter.  
 

Alison Oliver 
Pre Tenancy Support Worker 

Do you have any unwanted 
clothing? 
 
SHAID are collecting clothing suitable 
for older teenagers and young adults. 
 

Many of the young people with whom 
we work present to SHAID with only 
the clothes on their back and lack the 
funds to purchase new items. 
 

If you can help, donations of clothing 
can be dropped into our main office 
on Stanley Front Street. 

Thank you  

 Address:   
94a Front St Stanley  

County Durham  
DH9 0HU 

 

 

Tel: 01207 238241    

E-mail: info@shaid.org.uk 
 
 

Single Homeless: Action Initiative in Durham Ltd is a registered company, number 3659370 and a    regis-
tered charity, number 1074505 

 

Visit SHAID’s website: www.shaid.org.uk  

A Full House at SHAID House 
 

We have had a pretty quiet couple of months since January 
but have gained 6 new residents in the last 4 months. We 
have a mixture of young people from Jobseekers to          
Students. One is currently taking driving lessons and is doing 
well. Another is looking at enrolling on a college course in 
September to study Mechanics and we have a young person 
who has started work. 
 

We aim to provide them with the best support in order for 
them to achieve their goals. Many residents have moved in 
without knowing anyone here but it is only a short matter of 
time before they become friends. The longer term residents 
are extremely helpful and friendly toward new people   
moving in, so that they can feel at home very quickly. It is a 
privilege to watch the residents ’grow’ from when they first 
move in. We have had some very kind donations from the 
community, such as a Wii and games, a further Wii           
controller, more games, jigsaws and even food once a week, 
so that it will provide a hot meal cooked in the slow cooker, 
which the staff usually make. Since October 2018, we have 
received 27 referrals and accommodated 12 young people. 
We now have a waiting list and good reports from profes-
sionals who work with the residents. We are currently 
awaiting delivery of some bike stands for security. Once 
these arrive, we can then look at purchasing some bikes and 
helmets in time for the nice weather. We will also have a go 
at growing a few herbs and vegetables although we are   
limited for space.  
 

On a different note, Universal Credit is still an ongoing issue 
for claimants but we continue to assist to resolve these 
problems. 
 
Quotes from residents- ‘friendly’, ‘nice and homely’, ‘nice 
place to live but now ready to move on and be  independent 
with support’ 
 

I would personally like to thank all of the professionals     

involved with the residents and the owners for their         

ongoing support with the project. 

Joan Rose 

SHAID House Manager 
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